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Spring has returned, The Earth is fike a child that knows poems.
Rainer Maria Rilke

Dear Parenis,

As we navigate the final term of the academic session 2008-2000, 1 wish to share with
vou “happenings’ and events that occurred in the months of January and February.
Perforce our focus is now more than ever on academics as we approach the Board
Examinations for our students of Classes Xand XII and across the board assessments tor
the rest. However, this has not prevented us from being active and quite often very
successful participants in related fields, as the highlights suggest and the newslener will
reveal.

SANSKRIT OLYMPLAD RESULTS

The resulis of the Sansknt Olympiad which took place on Z8th November 2008, were
recently declared and I feel proud indeed to share with vou the Overall Result of the
Amity Sansknt Olympiad. 1 quote “Amity as a host schoof (s proud to announce that
the Amity Sanskeit fympiad was a great success and the prestigions rofling frophy has
been awarded fo THE INDIAN SCHOOL." Eight students of Class IX and X
participated of whom Bakul Piplani of Class X came in 3", for individual prizes and
Hardik Wadhwa of Class IX bagged the 1® position. Congratulations to our students and
their teacher!

GRADUATION CEREMONY & FAREWELL to CLASS XII- BATCH OF 2009
217 Jan.2009. .. An emotional day at The Indian School as our first ‘indigenous’

batch of Class X1l students(some had been with us nght from Nursery to Class XII)
graduated.

School Chairman , Mr. Prafull Goradia, addressed the gathering of students, special
guests, teachers and parents. As always, the Chairman reached out to the students by
citing real life examples, exhorting them to have a plan and a goal and work towards 1t
Mr.Goradia explained the rationale behind “letting go, because we love you’.

The graduation ceremony saw students go down memory lane. Through speeches, songs
and dance a beautiful ambience of parting being ‘sweet sorrow” was built up. Citations
were handed out to the students by their teachers and this was followed by a very
evocalive power-point presentation, wherein the children re-lived momenis of their
growing up years.

The candle lighting ceremony was an emotional moment for all present.

The Class XII students applauded spontaneously as the teachers who had taught them
over the years sang for them.

The solemnity of the graduation ceremony was followed by an afiernoon of fun and
games. For the farewell, with Arabian Nights as its theme, the auditorium was beautifully
decorated with curtains, mirrors, streamers and cushions- the whole organized with love
by the students of Class X1 who made every possible effort to make the seniors feel very
gpecial. Gazal Bawa and Krishan Tewari were adjudjed Ms Indianite and Mr.Indianite
respectively. The farewell concluded with the cutting of the cake. A beautiful send-off to
their seniors as they get ready to fly....and to soar.




We wish them the very best of luck for their forthcoming exams and for their lives. May
all our ocean liners go forth on a voyage of adventure and find safe harbours.

UKIERI VISIT-A rendezvous with Fortismere

As a part of the UK-India education and cultural programme, a team of six students and
three teachers of Fortismere, one of our partner schools in England accompanied by
their Head Teacher Mr.Onach, visited India from 26" January to 2™ February and
were able to interact with the students and teachers here. The wvisit comprised of home
stays with teachers and students from our cluster schools. During their stay they visited
the six schools in our cluster. Through this endeavour the guests got the opportunity 1o
mingle with Indian families, get acquainted with our culture, culinary delights and get a
feel of Indian family traditions and hospitality.

We were privileged to have them at The Indian School on 29™ January '09 where our
guests were given a traditional welcome. A special assembly by the children of the Pre-
Primary, Primary and Middle-school sections showcased the festivals of the month. We
endeavoured to give them a glimpse of the rich cultural heritageof our country. They
continuously applauded and photographed the morning assembly. They also wvisited
various departments of the school including the computer department, Fashion Design
centre and the Science lab where they saw Power point presentations by the students, a
demonsiration of weaving and embroidery work and a water-testing activity, respectively.
To make the visit even more meaningful and knowledgesharing oriented, the guest
teachers from UK taught Geography, Mathematics and English to our students of Classes
V1I and VIIL

The students thoroughly enjoved this enriching experience.

GOTIPUA: DANCE DEMONSTRATION-CUM WORKSHOP

On 23" January 2009, we were privileged to have in our midst, Dr.Rekha Tandon,
Odissi performer par excellence, choreographer and researcher, explain and
demonstrate the GOTIPUA form of Odissi dance to our students of Classes VI-VIII in
the school auditorium

The Odissi that we see today is largely inspired by the Gotipua meaning ‘one boy’
dancers.It 15 a living tradition indigenous to the Puri district of the Indian state of Orissa.
Dr.Rekha Tandon and her pariner Mr. Michael Weston who 15 a musician and film
maker for experimentation, research and education in Indian classical dance were
accompanied by a troupe of 4 yvoung men who displayed incredible suppleness and
dexterity and energy in executing various postures .

The danseuse introduced the dance form to her eager young audience by explaining that
the boys had lived in a Gurukul and had received training in yoga and elements of Odissi.

Their hirst exposition was “Soham™-literally breathing-inhalation and exhalation, thus
incorporating voga with dance, while the second was based on the Rath Yatra , featuring
elements of the procession from Jagannath Pun.The beautiful musical accompaniment
and the evocative visual backdrops, made it a very complete presentation, which drew
frequent applause from our students.




However, the best was yet to come. Dr.Tandon invited students to come forward if they
would hike to try out some of the steps. She later said she was overwhelmed by their
response.School Vice-Chairperson, Mrs.Navana Goradia andMrs. Brinda Shroff,

Director, Finance attended the exposition along with students, Head Teachers and

teachers. All in all it was a great learming experience.











































